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Social Vulnerability
Research on social vulnerability represents: 

· threats to the well-being of human populations and related economic losses, and also includes 

· the relative potential for “physical harm and social disruption to subpopulations of societies and their larger subsystems based on socioeconomic status, age, gender, race and ethnicity, family structure, residential location and other demographic variables” (Cutter 2003 and NRC 2006).  

· Vulnerability is determined by all of these elements in different combinations.  Changing one element alters the vulnerability (Tobin 1997).  

Exposure and vulnerability to hazard are not equal within societies, as is neither the willingness to prepare.  Additionally, “cognition of risk influences behavior in the face of hazard, and risk perceptions are often amplified or attenuated by sociocultural and psychological processes” (Mitchell 1994).  Ultimately, hazards are human events, and therefore social issues play a great role.  Thus, qualitative research of people in high risk areas is a necessary contribution to quantitative work.  Treating hazards as merely geological phenomena separates them from the social environment and ignores the human impact (Wisner 2005).  
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