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Atlas
Atlas maps Oil and Gas Wells by County, Oil Field, and by user-drawn areas. Program features 
include Database Editing, Formation Top and Well Status Displays, Document Image and LAS File 
Displays, Data Exporting for 3D plotting, Log Viewing, and Detail Map Features by County.

Copyright Information
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Atlas 3.0

Copyright © 1999.

Subsurface Visualization Lab (SVL), Michigan Technological University, Houghton, MI.

J. R. Wood, Director of SVL, jrw@mtu.edu

C. J. Asiala, Programmer, cjasiala@mtu.edu

ImagN' for Windows

(Used for displaying document images.)

This product contains portions of imaging code owned by Pegasus Software LLC, Inc., and Pegasus 
Imaging Corporation, Tampa, FL, www.pegasusimaging.com

Map Objects LT

(Used for displaying maps.)

Portions of this computer program are owned by Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. 
Copyright © ESRI, 1998. All Rights Reserved. Use, duplication, and disclosure by the U.S. 
Government are subject to restrictions set forth in FAR Â§52.227-14 Alternate III (g)(3) (Jun 1987), 
FAR ï€¼Â§52.227-19 (JUN 1987), and/or FAR Â§12.211 / 12.212 [Commercial Technical 
Data/Computer Software], and DFARS Â§252.227-7015 (NOV 1995) [Technical Data] and/or 
DFARS Â§227.7202 [Computer Software], as applicable. Contractor/Manufacturer is Environmental 
Systems Research Institute, Inc., 380 New York Street, Redlands, CA 92373-8100 USA. Some data 
are provided by GDT, Copyright Geographic Data Technology, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Defining a Project
A Project is defined to include all of the wells in a given database, along with the Map files of where 
the wells are located and any supporting document files, such as Scout Tickets or Driller Reports. 
When a project is loaded, the user must select a subset of the wells in the Project to plot, edit, or 
export.

The Selected Wells may be:

1. All wells in the project 
2. All wells in one or more Counties 
3. All wells in one or more Oil Fields 
4. All wells located within a user-drawn rectangle
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Project Information:

ProjectList.mdb is an MS-Access database, which is loaded into the install directory during Set Up. 
The table, Projects, is updated with the Form, Project Information, which is loaded when a user 
Opens a Project or adds a New Project to Atlas.

Project Name

Open an existing Project: Select an existing project by clicking on a Project Name in the List Box.

Set up a New Project: Type the Project Name in the Text Box, and fill in the rest of the project 
information.

Project Path

Path of the Project Database.

The database included with the Atlas is MI_Atlas.mdb and will be installed in the "Data" 
subdirectory of the Installation Directory.

Formation Depth Option Buttons
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The Measured Depth and Subsea Depth Option buttons describe the format of the Formation Depth in 
the Tops table. Measured Depth is the default.

Hole or Null Value

The value set to be the Formation Depth in the Export table for records, which have no value for the 
Selected Formation Top. The default value is -99999.

Maps

At least one of the map files must be defined for the Project. In the path given, there must be 3 files 
associated with the Shape file selected (*.shp, *.dbf, *.shx).

The map files included with Atlas are the shape files needed for the State Map of Michigan. All of 
the Michigan counties are included in these files.

World Map contains outlines of all the countries in the world.

Country Map contains outlines of all the states in one or more countries.

State Map contains outlines of all counties in one or more states.

Directory of Map Features points to a directory which holds shape files for individual map features, 
such as lakes, streams, roads, and township boundaries.

Document Images

Document Images are multiple-page TIFF Image Files, which were created by scanning paper 
documents associated with the Wells in the Project Database. Atlas allows for two different types of 
documents, which can be defined by the user.

Document Type is the name given to describe the document.

Document Path is the path of the Root Directory of where the TIFF Images are stored.

Document1 and Document2 are fields in the Project Database that are set to true if a document of the 
given type is attached to the well. The ScoutTickets and DrillerReports tables hold the subdirectories 
and file names of documents 1 and 2 respectively. These tables are connected to the header table 
through the permit number.

 In the Michigan Atlas project, Document 1 refers to the Scout Tickets and Document 2 refers to the 
Driller Reports. All of the Scout Tickets available for the wells in the database are on the CD, but not 
all of the Driller Reports are available. The Document Paths can be set to the directories on the CD-
ROM and the Atlas program will display them from there.

Example for the Michigan Atlas Database: If the CD-ROM drive is E:\, then the Document1 Type 
is Scout Ticket and the Path is E:\ScoutTickets\. The Scout Ticket TIF files are stored in 
Subdirectories under this directory on the CD-ROM. Each Subdirectory is a County Name, and there 
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may be subdirectories under the Counties for the Township names.

Command Buttons

Open

Validate entries on the form and Load the Atlas Form that displays the Maps and Well Locations.

Cancel

Exit

Remove...

Remove the selected Project Definition from the ProjectList database, but do not delete any data files.

Set Project Extents...

Set the Top-Left and Bottom-Right Latitude/Longitude extents of the project.

If the Get Extents from Database button is clicked, the Extent values are filled in by the maximum 
and minimum Latitudes and Longitudes in the Project Database. Otherwise, the values can be 
manually entered in. When OK is clicked, the values are stored in the ProjectList.mdb Database, 
and are used in the mapping program to zoom in to the extents of the project. 

Project Database:
"MI_Atlas.mdb" is an MS-Access database, which is automatically installed in the "data" 
subdirectory of the install directory. It contains Well Header and Formation Tops data for 30 Oil 
Fields in 7 counties in central Michigan. This database can be substituted with similar data in a 
different MS-Access database as long as the required tables and fields are included. Data can be 
loaded into the Atlas program by:
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1. Copying the structures of the tables in MI_Atlas.mdb to new empty tables within a new MS-
Access database, and then appending records to the tables, or 

2. Opening an existing MS-Access database and renaming the tables and fields to the same names 
in MI_Atlas.mdb. 

 

Tables:

l All_Well_Headers
l All_Well_Tops
l FormationNames
l OilFields
l Counties
l Document1
l Document2
l LASFiles
l DetailMapLayers
l UserMaps

 

All_Well_Headers

This table holds the general information about each well in the database. Because Atlas allows the 
user to edit fields, all of the fields must be in the database. However, the ones marked with 
(*Required), must have valid data in order for the functions of Atlas to work correctly.

Index: OilField, ASC; Permit, ASC
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All_Well_Tops

This table holds multiple records per Permit number, one record for each formation depth. Depth can 
be either Measured or Subsea Depth, but the user must define which depth is used on the Project 
Information form when setting up the project. Atlas assumes the depth is Measured Depth unless the 
user selects Subsea Depth.
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Index: Permit, ASC; Depth, ASC

 

FormationNames

List of Formation Codes used in the database and the corresponding descriptions.

Index: DepthSequence, ASC

 

OilFields

Stores the name of the Oil Field and the latitude/longitude coordinates for the Top Left and Bottom 
Right corners of the Oil Field boundaries. When the mouse is moved over an Oil Field, the code for 
determining the value in the Status Bar uses the Lat/Long ranges in the OilFields table to show which 
Oil Field is being passed over. Also, this table is used to fill the listbox on the Edit Screen for Oil 
Field. Users can pick an existing Oil Field or Type in a field that is not on the list.

Index: Name, ASC

 

Counties
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Stores the Names and numeric codes of the counties in the scope of the project. This table is used to 
fill the list box on the Edit Screen for County Name so users will be consistent with upper/lower case 
and spelling when entering the County Names. The county code will automatically be updated with 
the number in the CountyCode field. Because the counties in a state do not change, the list box does 
not allow new entries to be typed in. To make changes to this table, use Microsoft Access.

Index: County, ASC

 

Document1

For each well that has a Document1 (Scout Tickets for Michigan Atlas Example) type of TIFF file 
associated with it, the Permit and path to the Document file are stored in this table. For each permit in 
this table, the Document1 field is set to true in the All_Well_Headers table.

 

Document2

For each well that has a Document2 (Driller Reports for Michigan Atlas Example) TIFF file 
associated with it, the Permit and path to the Document file are stored in this table. For each permit in 
this table, the Document2 field is set to true in the All_Well_Headers table.

 

LASFiles



Program Description Page 10 of 33

file://C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\~hhAC44.htm 10/19/99

For each well that has a LAS file associated with it, the Permit and path to the LAS file are stored in 
this table. For each permit in this table, the LASFile field is set to true in the All_Well_Headers table.

 

DetailMapLayers

Holds descriptions of each possible Map Feature included in the download from the Census 
TIGER&REG; 1995 Data. This table is used to construct the shape file name and set the display 
options for each map layer.

 

UserMaps

This table is created and updated by the Atlas program when the user selects the counties and Map 
Feature Layers to display. There is one record per county, per map feature. This table keeps a listing 
of the current shape files and attributes needed to display them.

Map Files:
The map files are shape files which hold the state and county boundaries, and also provide 
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Latitude/Longitude coordinates for mouse movements over the map. The shape files can be created 
using software packages like ArcView® and ARC/INFO®.

The shape files included in this application contain the counties within Michigan. They are loaded 
into the "Data" subdirectory of the Install Directory during Set Up. The set of Shape files for one map 
should include the Shape (*.shp), the Shape Index (*.shx), and the Shape Database (*.dbf) files. 

Maps are referenced in the Project Information screen. The user must indicate which maps to use in 
a project. At least one of the World, Country, or State maps must be defined in order to plot points 
in a project. (The shape file name is entered without an extension.) 

The Directory of Map Features refers to a directory containing shape files from the U.S. Census 
TIGER/Line® data, which are used to display map features like lakes, rivers, and streets. A set of 
feature shape files for each county in Michigan is included with Atlas. To display on the map, use the 
Add Map Features toolbar button to select counties and features.

To add Map Features from other states to Atlas, 

l Add records for any new features to DetailMapLayers table in project database. 
l Add counties with County and State FIPS codes to Counties table. 
l Move the new shape files to the directory listed in the Project Information Screen.

 

 

 

Export Databases:
After a group of wells has been selected and the points are drawn on the map, the Formation Tops 
data can be exported into a separate MS-Access database to be used in plotting programs. The user 
selects one or more formation tops to export. A new or existing Export Database is chosen, and a 
table is written to hold the exported data.

The table will be created with the description of the Prospect as its name unless the user overwrites 
the table name. The fields holding the Subsea Depth of each Formation Top will be named by the 
Formation Code.
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Notes about the Exported Data:

l The exported table will have one record for each well selected. 
l If the well does not have a value for the formation tops chosen, the subsea depth value for that 

formation will be the hole (or null) value which is set in the Project Information screen. It is 
possible for an exported well to have no values for the chosen formations. 

l If the Formation Picks are in Measured Depth (also set in the Project Information screen), and 
there is no valid KB (Kelly Bushing), then the record for that well will not be exported. It will 
be written to a log file in the same directory as the Export Database and will be named after the 
name given to describe the selected wells with an extension of ".log". The Kelly Bushing can 
then be entered into the database from the Edit Screen if it is available. 

l If the Formation Picks are in Subsea Depth, the KB is still written to the file, but it is not 
checked for valid data. 

l Top_Porosity is the Top of Porosity for the Dundee Formation.

 

 

New/Open Project
Atlas keeps a record of multiple projects that can be accessed by the users. The Projects table in the 
ProjectList database holds one record per project and tracks the following:

1. Paths and filenames for the database, map files, and document files. 
2. Minimum and Maximum Latitude and Longitude coordinates of all the wells in the specified 

database for use as project extents. 
3. Measured/Subsea Depth indicator for Formation Top Picks. 
4. Hole (or Null) Value to be used when no Top Pick is found for a specified formation. 

Separate projects may be needed for different geographical regions, and it may also be easier to work 
with a large database if it is divided into smaller databases and treated as several projects.
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Menu Option: File, New

 Displays a blank Project Information Screen. Type in the Project Name and fill in the rest of the 
project information. If a project name already exists in the Projects table, a message is displayed to 
inform the user a different project name must be chosen. The project is added to the Projects table, 
and the project map is displayed on the Atlas screen.

 

Menu Option: File, Open

Displays the first project in the Projects table, but the Project Name is shown as a list box so the user 
can choose another project. Settings may be updated in the Project Information screen, or the 
project can be opened directly.

 

 

Plotting Wells
Once wells have been plotted on the map, they are available for Editing and Exporting. They can also 
be re-mapped showing symbols for the presence of attached documents, Formation Top Picks, and 
Well Status.

 

"Plot Wells By:" 

l When the user clicks an option button, the list box is filled according to the option button 
clicked. The Counties and Oil Fields are queried from the All_Well_Headers table in the 
database. When one or more items are selected from the list box, all wells that satisfy the 



Program Description Page 14 of 33

file://C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\~hhAC44.htm 10/19/99

selection are plotted. 
l When the All Wells option is clicked, the list box is cleared, and all of the wells in the database 

are plotted. 
l The user can select multiple items from the list box by using the shift and control keys. When 

multiple items are selected, wells are plotted that satisfy at least one of the choices. 

 

Selecting Wells by Clicking on the Map

l Click the Select button and move the mouse over the map until an Oil Field name appears in 
the 3rd frame of the Status Bar at the bottom of the screen. Click the mouse, and the wells from 
this Oil Field will be plotted. 

l If the cursor is over a county, but not over an Oil Field, the whole county will be plotted when 
clicked. If there are no wells for the chosen county in the database, the clicked county will be 
zoomed in and displayed. 

l Hold the shift key and click on additional Oil Fields or Counties, and all selected areas will be 
plotted. All of these wells will be included in the Edit and Export functions. 

l Click the Select button and draw a rectangle over an area of interest to the user. The wells 
located within this latitude/longitude range will be plotted on the map. 

 

Well Symbols

There are 5 types of data attached to each well - Formation Top Picks, Well 
Status and Type, LAS Files, Scout Tickets*, and Driller Reports*. Initially, all 
wells are plotted with blue circles. When one of the 5 options is selected, the 
well symbols change to red if data of that type exists. 

When the option button for Formation Top Picks is clicked, a Formation 
Code must also be selected. All wells with a Top Pick for that formation will 
be symbolized in red. The number of wells with the selected formation is 
displayed beneath the list box. 

When the Well Status/Type option is chosen, any combination of Status and 
Type can be selected, and all wells that meet the conditions will be plotted in 
red.

 

Once an option has been chosen, additional wells plotted will be coded with the same options.

* In the Michigan Atlas project, the 2 Documents are Scout Tickets and Driller Reports. The 
documents associated with the wells can be any type of document. The user defines a document 
description and root directory in the Project Information screen when a project is defined or opened. 
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The remaining path information for individual documents are stored in separate tables (Document1 
and Document2).

Map Tools
 Zoom-In

Select the Zoom-In button and draw a rectangle around the area to enlarge. 

 Zoom-Out

When the Zoom-Out button is clicked, the map is scaled down by 2 times. 

 Pan

Select the Pan button and drag the mouse from one spot on the map to another to move the map in 
any direction. 

 Full Extent

Click the Full Extent button and the whole map will be drawn to a scale that fits on the screen.

When this box is unchecked, the labels are removed from the map. This may be necessary when 
viewing wells that are plotted where the labels are printed on the map.

 

 

Clicking on Clear Wells will remove all wells plotted on the map. Clicking on Refresh will redraw 
the current selection of wells and reset the list box items.

Status Bar Data

There are 4 frames in the Status Bar at the bottom of the map. The first frame is the Lat/Long 
coordinates of where the mouse is located. The second frame is the County that the mouse is over. 
The third frame contains the name of an Oil Field, if the mouse is over an Oil Field. Otherwise, it is 
empty.

The Fourth frame is used to display the name of a feature when Map Features have been added to the 
map. If the Map Features tab is clicked and the frame for Water Bodies is clicked, when the mouse 
passes over a lake, the name of the lake will appear in the 4th frame.
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Plotting Formations
When a group of wells is selected and plotted on the map, the Formation List Box is filled with the 
Formation Codes of Top Picks that exist for the plotted wells. The user chooses to display wells by 
Formation Code, LAS Files, or Document. The names of the documents are filled by the Document 
Type, which is entered in the Project Information Screen. The well symbols are plotted in red if data 
exists for the chosen option type. All other wells are plotted in blue. (ex. Clicking on LAS Files
changes the well symbols to red for all wells with a LAS file attached. Clicking on Scout Tickets
changes the well symbols to red for all wells with a Scout Ticket.)

When the user clicks the Formation Top Picks option button, a Formation Code must also be 
selected. The wells are then re-plotted with red symbols indicating that the well has a pick for the 
chosen formation. The number of wells with a value for the chosen formation is displayed below the 
list box. 

The next selection of plotted wells will be symbolized with the options of the current group of 
selected wells. For example, if one field is plotted for the Dundee formation, the next field or county 
chosen will be plotted for the Dundee formation also. If a county is plotted to show which wells have 
Scout Tickets, the next selection will be plotted showing Scout Tickets also.

U.S. Census TIGER/Line® 1995 Data

Users can select Detail Map Layers to the area of the map they are working with. Detailed shape files 
for each county in Michigan were downloaded and stored in one directory on the Atlas CDROM. For 
each county, there are individual shape files for certain features such as township boundaries, roads, 
lakes, and streams. Atlas users can select which Counties and which detail maps they want to add to 
the Map of Michigan.
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ShapeFile Naming Standards

xxxSSCCC.shp
Each shape file is identified by this format, where xxx is a 3-character code describing the type of 
detail layer, SS is the FIPS State Code, and CCC is the FIPS County code.

Database

The County FIPS code was added to the Counties table. The DetailMapLayers table was created to 
hold a record for each possible Layer Description, Prefix Code, Order, and Color. The UserMaps
table is generated by Atlas to hold the user's current selection of Counties and Detail Layers. The 
shape file name is generated by the user selections and if it exists, a new layer is added to the map in 
Atlas.
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Editing Well Data
 Edit Plotted Wells

After a group of wells has been selected and plotted, the Edit Plotted Wells button is enabled. When 
clicked, the Edit Screen is activated and the fields of the Header and Tops tables can be edited. Only 
the plotted wells are available for editing and the Permits are listed in the Selected Wells list box near 
the bottom left of the Edit Screen.
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 Select Wells to Edit

This button is used when one or several wells need to be edited or viewed without changing the 
selection of plotted wells. Clicking on a point or drawing a rectangle around a well or group of wells 
will activate the Edit Screen just for these wells while keeping the wells previously plotted on the 
map. A blue rectangle is drawn around the wells being edited. 

 

Edit Screen

The operations performed using this form will update the main database, but will involve only the 
records selected by the user.
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Selected Wells

Click on a Permit number in this list box and the header information and formation tops data for this 
well will be displayed on the screen.

 

Oil Field

The Oil Field entry is a list box, which is filled from the Oil Field Table. When a new Oil Field is 
typed into the list, the new field is added to the Oil Field Table with the Top, Bottom, Left, and Right 
fields set to 0. The Oil Field extents can be updated by the user in MS-Access or by using the Utility, 
Get Oil Field Extents.

 

County

The County entry is a list box, which is filled from the Counties Table. The County list is set up so 
users cannot add new counties to the project. It is assumed that the Counties Table will hold all 
possible Counties for the project. The Counties Table can be filled by the user in MS-Access or by 
using the Utility, Fill County Table, which fills the County Table with the unique county names in 
the All_Well_Headers Table.

 

Add Well

l Brings up a Search Window with Permit number of current well. 
l The user can search the database for a new Permit number, or add a new record for the current 

permit. 
l Search button. If the Permit is found among the group of selected wells, then the data for that 

well is displayed and the user can edit the fields as needed, or add Formation Tops data. If the 
Permit is found in the database, but not in the current Selection of Wells, then a message is 
displayed to tell the user that the Permit entered already exists in the database. If the Permit is 
not found, then a blank display screen comes up where the user types in data for a new well. 

l If Add New Record for Current Permit is clicked, an additional record for the current Permit 
number will be added to the database. All fields will be identical to the current record, and edits 
can be done from here. (This function may be useful to attach multiple types of image 
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can be done from here. (This function may be useful to attach multiple types of image 
documents that cannot be combined into multi-page TIFF files.) 

l Permit, Lat/Long, KB, and County Name must have values in order for the program to run 
properly. Oil Field is needed if the database is to be plotted by Oil Field. 

 

Delete Well

Click on the Permit number to delete and then click on the Delete Well button. If there are formation 
tops present for this permit, the following message box appears: 

 

Refresh

Refreshes the query, which was run to select the wells displayed on the Edit Screen.

 

Update

Must be clicked in order to save the edits and save the data in a new record. If the Edit Screen is 
closed before the Update is done, all entries for the newly added record will be lost, and the permit 
will not be added to the database.

 

Close

Closes the Edit Screen.

 

Editing Formation Tops

Add Formation
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When this button is clicked, the Permit is automatically entered in the next Formation Tops record. 
Select a Formation from the list box at the bottom right of the screen. When an item is clicked from 
this list, the Formation Code and Formation Name are updated. Only the Depth needs to be entered 
manually. 

Save changes to the Formation Top Record in the All_Well_Tops Table by clicking on another cell in 
the grid or clicking the Update button.

 

Delete Formation

Select a Formation Top record from the Formation Tops Grid, and click on Delete Formation to 
delete a formation depth from the database.

 

Scout Ticket and Driller Report

These 2 buttons correspond to the Documents defined for the project. In our example database, 
MI_Atlas.mdb, Document1 references Scout Ticket TIFF files and Document2 references Driller 
Report TIFF files. Document1 and Document2 are defined in the Project Information Screen. If 
they are left blank, it is assumed that there are no documents associated with the wells in the 
database. In this case, the Scout Ticket and Driller Report buttons will be disabled. 

If there is a path and file name stored in the Document1 and/or Document2, the Document Name 
given in the Project Information Screen will be displayed on the corresponding button. When the 
button is clicked, a form is brought up to display the document. The information from the document 
can be used to fill in data in the database. The buttons are disabled if there is no file in the document 
fields.

 

LAS File

The LAS File button is activated if an LAS file is associated with the current well. When clicked, a 
viewing window displays the text of the LAS file with Next and Previous buttons allowing the user to 
view multiple LAS files for one well. The LASFiles table stores the permit and path of the LAS File, 
and the LASFile field in the All_Well_Headers table is set to true if an LAS File exists for a well.

 

Formation Codes

This list box in the lower right corner of the Edit Screen displays Formation Codes used in the 
database (Table, FormationNames). When a Formation Code is selected, the Formation Code and 
Formation Name of the current Formation Tops Record is changed to the selected item. In order to 
save the change, click another row in the grid or click the Update button.
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save the change, click another row in the grid or click the Update button.

Update the FormationNames Table from MS-Access or use the Get Formation Codes Utility to 
reset the table to hold all of the unique Formation Codes currently in use from the All_Well_Tops 
Table.  To add new codes to the list, type in the new code and description in the Formation Tops grid 
when adding a new formation top to the table. Run the Get Formation Codes Utility to reset the 
Formation Code List and make the new formation code available for new entries.

Viewing Documents
When the Document buttons (Scout Ticket and Driller Report in the Michigan Atlas project) on the 
Edit Screen are enabled, there is a document image associated with the current well available for 
viewing. Clicking the button will display the TIFF image of the document. The image has zoom-in 
and zoom-out buttons, and next and previous buttons for multi-page images.

The image can remain open while entering data into the Edit Screen.

 

Background
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Background

Atlas displays multiple page TIFF images. When documents are scanned, they can be saved as TIF 
Group 4 compression and all pages for a document can be combined into one physical file. Atlas
allows the user to define 2 different document types. For example, the Michigan Atlas project 
references Scout Ticket and Driller Report documents. TIF images for Well Logs could also have 
been defined. The document type description is entered in the Project Information Screen along with 
the root directory of where the documents are located. The description is displayed on the Command 
buttons on the Edit Screen that display the document for an individual well. 

The ScoutTickets table (references for Document1) and DrillerReports table (references for 
Document2) hold the Permit and path to each document. The fields Document1 and Document2 in 
the All_Well_Headers table are set to true if a TIF file exists for the well. 

Even though Atlas defines only 2 document types, users can connect more documents to a well 
without adding additional pages to a multi-page TIFF file. For example, suppose the project already 
references Scout Tickets and Driller Reports and now the user wants to display Well Logs.

1. In the Scout Ticket root directory, make another folder. (ex. d:\scouttickets\WellLogs\) 
2. Add Well Log files to this directory. (ex. D:\scouttickets\WellLogs\montcalm\02394.tif) 
3. Add a record to the ScoutTickets table (Permit: 02394,DocumentPath: 

WellLogs\montcalm\02394.tif) 
4. If this permit does not have a Scout Ticket, then set Document1 to true in the 

All_Well_Headers table. This can be done in an Access Query. 
5. When the Scout Ticket button is clicked, the Next Document and Previous Document buttons 

will be enabled, and the user will be able to view all of the documents available for the well. 
The Next and Previous Page buttons will also work if each document has multiple pages.

 

 

 

Viewing LAS Files
When the LAS File button on the Edit Screen is enabled, there is a LAS File associated with the 
current well. Clicking the button will display the text of the LAS file. Next and Previous buttons are 
enabled if the well has more than one LAS File referenced.
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Export Formation Tops
The Export function saves Permit, Lat/Long, KB, Dundee Top of Porosity and formation depths 
selected by the user for the wells plotted on the map. This MS-Access database file can then be read 
into other programs for 2D and 3D plotting, isopach maps, etc. 

l Plot a selection of wells on the map. 

l Click the Export button from the ToolBar. 
l Choose the formation(s) to be included in the exported table. The shift and control keys can be 

used with mouse clicks to select Multiple formations. Use the Select and Remove buttons to 
move formation codes to and from the selection lists. The formations in the right-hand list will 
be used in the Exported Table. 

l Click Export. 
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l Create a new project database or select an existing Project database (MS-Access database 
*.mdb) to store the exported table. 

l If an existing database is selected, a message pops up to remind the user that the Exported table 
will be added to this database. 

l Create a new Export Table or replace an existing Export Table within the project database. 
Existing Tables are listed on the left, and the name to be used for the new Export Table is on 
the right. When possible, the program provides a name that should describe the Wells Selected. 
The user can choose either of these, or type in a new table name. 
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l When OK is clicked, the table is created in the database and a Log file is written to the same 
directory as the Export Database to record the Export Results. If a Well is missing its KB 
(Kelly Bushing), and the Formation Picks are in Measured Depth, Atlas cannot calculate 
Subsea Depth. An Export Record is not output for these wells, but the Permit and Well Name 
are listed in the Log file so users can correct the data.

 

l The program is then returned to the Export Data From... screen, where the user can click Exit
to return to the map, or make new formation selections and export another table.

Well Log Viewer
 

LogVu is a separate program for viewing log curves defined in an LAS file. Atlas activates LogVu 
and sends the LAS paths to LogVu to open the well logs.

1. Plot a group of wells on the map. 
2. Click the LAS Files button to show which wells have LAS files. (optional) 

3.  Click the Log Viewer button. 
4. With the cursor changed to a crosshair, click on a well or draw a rectangle around a group of 

points to select wells for viewing well logs. 
5. The selected wells that have LAS files attached will be displayed in the Log Viewer Screen. All 

of the wells in the list are sent to LogVu. LogVu opens a new window for each LAS file. Code 
may be added later to have the user select items from the list to send to LogVu.
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Update Oil Field Extents
This utility is found under the Utilities Menu, and its purpose is to create or update the OilFields
table in the project database. This table lists all defined Oil Fields in the database and holds lat/long 
coordinates for the top-left and bottom-right corner of the rectangle surrounding the Oil Field.

A project database must be defined with the Open or New options from the File menu before this 
utility can be used.

If the table does not exist in the user's database, the table is created with the fields NAME, Top, 
Bottom, Left, and Right. If the table does exist, the user can exit the utility or choose to have the table 
overwritten with updated data from the database.

A Totals Query appends the minimum and maximum latitudes and longitudes of each Oil Field in the 
All_Well_Headers table to the OilFields table. The Top (maximum Latitude) / Left (minimum 
Longitude) and Bottom (minimum Latitude) / Right (maximum Longitude) coordinates represent the 
rectangular extents of each Oil Field on the map. 

When the mouse is moved over the map, the OilFields table is searched for the mouse location by 
comparing the mouse location with the extents of each field. When the mouse location is found to be 
within the range of the extents, the Oil Field name of that record is displayed in the Status Bar at the 
bottom of the map. The values of the extents in the OilFields table may need to be manually adjusted 
in MS-Access to account for the following:

1. Oil Field boundaries are not always a perfect rectangle and may overlap. Plot the Oil Field by 
selecting from the list. Then compare the lat/long coordinates shown on the Status Bar when 
the mouse is moved to the coordinates in the OilFields table. Make any necessary adjustments. 

2. A well may have an incorrect Latitude/Longitude or be labeled as being in the wrong field. 
This will make the rectangle extents for the field much larger than what is correct. Fix the well 
or change the extents in the OilFields table to exclude the well in error.
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The OilFields table is also used to fill the list box for the Oil Field field on the Edit Screen. When an 
Oil Field is chosen from the list, the All_Well_Headers table is updated (completed after the Update
button is clicked). A new Oil Field can be added to the list by typing in the Oil Field name in the text 
part of the list box. This will add the new Oil Field to the OilFields table, but the Top, Left, Bottom, 
and Right coordinates will be set to zero. The Update Oil Field Extents utility can be run again to 
set the extents or they can be manually entered using MS-Access.

* Remember that any manual changes made to the OilFields Extents will be overwritten by the 
maximum and minimum longitude and latitude values found in the All_Well_Headers table if the 
Update Oil Field Extents utility is rerun.

Update Formation Names
This utility is found under the Utilities Menu, and its purpose is to create or update the 
FormationNames table in the project database. 

A project database must be defined with the Open or New options from the File menu before this 
utility can be used.

If the table does not exist in the user's database, the table is created with the fields DepthSequence, 
FormationCode, and FormationName. If the table does exist, the user can exit the utility or choose to 
have the table overwritten with updated data from the database.

Unique Formation Codes and Formation Names are appended to the FormationNames table from 
the All_Well_Tops table. This table is then used to fill the list box on the Edit Screen that is used for 
filling in Formation Codes in the Formation Tops grid (Updates the All_Well_Tops table). It is 
important to choose the Formation Codes from the list when adding or updating Formation Picks, so 
the codes will be consistent within the database. 
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If a new code needs to be added to the list, it can be manually typed into the Formation Code and 
Formation Name columns in the Formation Tops grid on the Edit Screen. When the Update 
Formation Names Utility is run again, the FormationNames table will be updated with the new 
Formation Code and the new code will appear in the list box.

Load LAS Files
This utility is found under the Utilities Menu, and its purpose is to create or update the LASFiles
table in the project database. The LASFiles table holds the permit number and path for a LAS file so 
the content of the LAS file can be displayed and the Log Curves can be charted using the LogVu 
progam.

A project database must be selected with the Open or New options from the File menu before this 
utility can be used.

If the table does not exist in the user's database, the table is created with the fields Permit and 
LASFile. If the table does exist, the user can exit the utility or choose to have additional LAS files 
added to the table. 

When the Utility is started, the user is asked to open a directory where the LAS Files are stored. It is 
assumed that the name of the LAS file is the permit number. This permit number and the path of all 
the LAS Files in the given directory are added to the LASFiles table. The LASFile Yes/No field is 
updated to true on the All_Well_Headers table for all permits added to the LASFiles table which are 
also in the All_Well_Headers table.
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